
Tropidophis (Smith et al. 1993. Herpetol. Rev. 24:130-131). To 
my knowledge, orbital bleeding has not been reported in 
Urosaurus. Middendorf and Sherbrooke (Sherbrooke 1990. Wil-
son Bull. 102:171-174; Sherbrooke 1991. Amer. Mid. Nat. 
126:187-195) found dogs, but not other natural predators, con-
sistently elicited blood squirting in Phrynosoma cornutum and 
interpreted the response as an antipredator defense mechanism 
against canids. Smith et al. (1993) also reported some species of 
snakes will autohemorrhage when captured and handled. In these 
snakes, the blood simply flowed across the eye, under the ocular, 
and was not forcefully ejected out the orbit region as in 
Phrynosoma. It seems that tactile cues play a significant role in 
both blood squirting and autohemorrhaging. Therefore, noosing 
and swinging through the air probably were the stressful tactile 
cues that brought forth orbit blood oozing (autohemorrhaging) in 
the U. ornatus. 

Thanks to Naida Zucker and Wade Sherbrooke for reviewing 
the manuscript. This work was supported by a Sigma Xi Grant-
in-Aid, and a Summer Research Award for Excellence in Gradu-
ate Studies from the Department of Biology, New Mexico State 
University. 
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SERPENTES 

AGKISTRODON PISCIVORUS CONANTI (Florida Cotton-
mouth). DIET. On 25 October 1993 at 2045 h, we observed a 
subadult Agkistrodon piscivorus conanti scavenging on the car-
cass of a wild hog (Sus scrofa) that had been butchered and dumped 
from a bridge crossing Cypress Creek on State Road 71, 15.3 km 
south of County Road 386, Gulf County, Florida, USA. We ob-
served the snake for 25 min from the bridge (ca. 3.5 m overhead) 
as it manipulated long strips of fat and with difficulty, eventually 
swallowed portions. 

Agkistrodon piscivorus is an opportunistic feeder and frequently 
scavenges. Gloyd and Conant (1990. Snakes of the Agkistrodon 
Complex. SSAR, Oxford, Ohio) provide an extensive literature 
review of the diet. However, we believe this is the first report of a 
cottonmouth scavenging on the carcass of a wild hog. 

We thank Steve DeCresie and Brian Bearwood for accompa-
nying us in the field. 

Submitted by GEORGE HEINRICH, P.O. Box 61301, St. 
Petersburg, Florida 33784-1301, USA, and KARL R. 
STUDENROTH, JR., 4434 Dorothy Dr., Apt. 3, Marianna, 
Florida 32446, USA. 

AGKISTRODON PISCIVORUS PISCIVORUS (Eastern Cotton-
mouth). COLORATION. On 3 August 1994, a 72 cm SVL gravid 
Agkistrodon piscivorus piscivorus was captured in the Savannah 
River Swamp on the Savannah River Site near Aiken, South Caro-
lina, USA. The normally-pigmented female was returned to the 
lab and gave birth to five young on 3 September 1994. The litter 
consisted of two live-born hypomelanistic males, one live-born 
normal male, and two stillborn normal males. The young of this 
litter were larger (SVL average = 22.92 cm, SD = 0.59 cm; mass 
average = 20.32 g, SD = 0.55 g) than those of 10 other litters 
(mean SVL = 20.05-22.76 cm, mean mass = 12.27-19.83 g) born 
around the same time from females in the same population. The 
patterns of the hypomelanistic neonates were normal, having red- 

dish-brown dorsal bands lined with white on a yellowish-tan 
ground color (Fig. 1). The venters were light tan with reddish-
brown blotches. The eyes were the same colors as the dorsal bands 
and ground colors. One of the hypomelanistic neonates died upon 
eating a cage mate and is specimen #3483 in the Savannah River 
Ecology Laboratory natural history collection. The other is being 
maintained in captivity for educational use through the SREL 
Outreach Program. 

The author thanks R. A. Seigel, M. S. Mius, and J. W. Gibbons 
for comments on the manuscript. Research related to this obser-
vation was supported by Contract DE-AC09765R00-819 between 
the University of Georgia and the U.S. Department of Energy. 

Flo. 1. Neonate hypomelanistic Agkistrodon piscivorus piscivorus and 
normally pigmented litter mate from Barnwell Co., South Carolina, USA. 
Photo by David E. Scott. 

Submitted by JOHN R. LEE, Savannah River Ecology Labo-
ratory, Drawer E, Aiken, South Carolina 29802, USA. 

BOIGA IRREGULARIS (Brown Tree Snake). DIET. The diet 
of Boiga irregularis is fairly well known in its native range (Shine 
1991. Copeia 1991:120-131) and in areas where it has been in-
troduced (Savidge 1988. J. Herpetol. 22:275-282). A major com-
ponent of the diet is birds (adults, nestlings, and eggs). On 4 Oc-
tober 1994 at approximately 2100 h we found a brown tree snake 
on the road just south of Paluma township in north Queensland, 
Australia in the process of consuming a pale-yellow robin 
(Tregallasia capito). On closer examination it became clear that 
the bird was a road-kill. Records of snakes consuming dead prey 
(including road-kills) are not uncommon (e.g., Bedford 1991. 
Herpetofauna 21:35) but to our knowledge this type of behavior 
has not previously been recorded for B. irregularis. As mentioned 
above, however, they are known to consume stationary prey such 
as bird eggs. In addition, B. irregularis are opportunistic preda-
tors (Savidge, op. cit.) that use chemical cues for foraging (Chiszar 
et al. 1988. Amphibia-Reptilia 9:77-88) so this record of a snake 
eating a dead prey item is not unexpected. 

Submitted by GEORDIE A. TORR and STEPHEN J. 
RICHARDS, Dept of Zoology, James Cook University, 
Townsville, 4811, Australia. 

BOTHROPS ATROX (Common Lancehead). FORAGING BE-
HAVIOR and OPHIOPHAGY. Recently, Martins and Gordo 
(1993. Herpetol. Rev. 24:151-152) reported finding colubrid 
snakes in the stomachs of B. atrox collected in disturbed areas in 
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