
HETERODON SIMUS (Southern Hognose Snake). 
HATCHLING SIZE. Although clutch sizes have been reported 
for Heterodon simus (Edgren 1955. Herpetologica 11:105-117; 
Price and Carr 1943. Copeia 1943:93), no information exists on 
the size of hatchlings. 

I collected five freshly road-killed H. simus between 26 and 28 
October 1994 along a 0.6 km stretch of Range Road 234 on Eglin 
Air Force Base, Okaloosa County, Florida, USA (TIS, R25W, Sec. 
12). The surrounding habitat consists of longleaf pine-turkey oak 
sandhill invaded by off-site sand pine. All five individuals were 
closely examined and found to have obvious umbilical scars and 
empty digestive tracts. These observations led me to conclude 
that these individuals were recent hatchlings and possibly dis-
persing siblings of this secretive, semi-fossorial species. 

Snout-vent length ranged from 139-147 mm (mean 143.4) and 
total length ranged from 160-173 mm (mean 166.8). All indi-
viduals were deposited in the Auburn University Museum (AUM 
33734-38). 

I thank Craig Guyer and John Palis for reviewing the manuscript. 

Submitted by JOHN B. JENSEN, Florida Natural Areas In-
ventory, 1018 Thomasville Road, Suite 200-C, Tallahassee, Florida 
32303, USA. 

LAMPROPELTIS GETULA SPLENDIDA (Desert Kingsnake). 
DIET. On 15 May 1995 at 2211 h, a yearling female L. g. splendida 
(335 + 50 mm, 22.2 g; TJL 102) was captured crossing TX FM 
192 near its jct with TX FM 34 and placed into a snake bag. The 
following morning a half-digested female Tantilla sp. was found 
at the bottom of the bag (210 [incomplete] + 60 mm, 7.7 g [pre-
served]; UTEP 16001). The Tantilla was missing the anterior third 
of its body and a partially digested centipede, Scolependra heros 
(85+ mm), was protruding from its body wall. The inference is 
that soon after the Tantilla ingested the centipede, it was in turn 
eaten by the Lampropeltis. Using preserved specimens from the 
UTEP collection and data from Cole and Hardy (1981. Bull. Amer. 
Mus. Nat. Hist. Vol. 3: Art. 3:201-284) to estimate a tail length/ 
total length ratio, we hypothesize that the consumed Tantilla was 
a T nigriceps having a total length of 317 mm, which was 82% of 
the total length of the Lampropeltis. Published accounts listing 
generic ophidian prey of Lampropeltis getula include Carphophis, 
Heterodon, Elaphe, Hypsiglena, Lampropeltis, Masticophis, 
Pituophis, Thamnophis, Agkistrodon, and Crotalus (Blanchard 
1921. U.S.N.M. Bulletin 114, vi + 260 pp; Wright and Wright 
1957. A Handbook of Snakes of the United States and Canada. 
Cornell Univ. Press, Ithaca, xvi + 1105 pp.; Stark 1985. Herpetol. 
Rev. 16(3):79, 81.). Tantilla is now added to this list. 

Thanks to C. S. Lieb, W. P. MacKay, and R. G. Webb for help-
ful comments and suggestions to the manuscript. 

Submitted by TRAVIS J. LaDUC and DOMINIC I. 
LANNUTTI, Laboratory for Environmental Biology, University 
of Texas at El Paso, El Paso, Texas 79968-0519, USA, MIKE K. 
ROSS, 957 E 54th Pl. #2, Chicago, Illinois 60615, USA, and 
DAVID BEAMER, 12019 Wicker Ave., Cedar Lake, Indiana 
46303, USA. 

MICRURUS FULVIUS FULVIUS (Eastern Coral Snake). DIET. 
Snakes compose a major part of the diet of Micrurus fulvius. Prey 
lists reported by Jackson and Franz (1981. Herpetologica 37:213-
228) and Greene (1984. In R. A. Seigel et al. (eds.), Vertebrate 
Ecology and Systematics. Univ. Kansas Mus. Nat. Hist. Spec. 

Publ. No. 10, pp. 147-162) include 21 snake genera. This note 
documents an additional genus. 

On 13 January 1993, a large female M. f fulvius (SVL= 89.6 
cm, TL= 97.9 cm) was trapped in a double-opening funnel trap 
used with a drift fence array in scrubby flatwoods (Myers and 
Ewel 1990. Ecosystems of Florida. Univ. Central Florida Press, 
Orlando, 765 pp.) at Boyd Hill Nature Park, St. Petersburg, Pinellas 
County, Florida, USA. After removal from the trap, the Micrurus 
regurgitated a partially digested Florida scarlet snake (Cemophora 
coccinea coccinea). The Cemophora was a female with a remain-
ing total length (undigested portion) of 50.5 cm and tail length of 
7.9 cm; a total length of 57.2 cm was estimated from a known 
mean tail length/total length ratio for females (Williams and Wil-
son 1967. Tulane Stud. Zool. 13:103-124). 

I thank Dale R. Jackson for reviewing a draft of this note. 

Submitted by GEORGE HEINRICH, P.O. Box 61301, St. 
Petersburg, Florida 33784-1301, USA. 

MICRURUS MIPARTITUS (NCN). POLYMORPHISM. Dif-
ferent color morphs of Costa Rican M. mipartitus have been de-
scribed (Villa 1972, Brenesia 1:10-13; Savage and Vial 1974, 
Rev. Biol. Trop. 21(2):295-349). Here we report for the first time 
the co-occurrence of different phenotypes of this species. In the 
period of 23 July 1993 to 8 September 1993, four specimens of 
M. mipartitus were collected in Rara Avis, 19 km SE of Estaci6n 
Biologica La Selva, Heredia Province, Costa Rica. 

The four specimens represented three different phenotypes: bi-
color black and orange (two specimens: A and C), bicolor black 
and white (specimen D), and tricolor black, white, and orange 
(specimen B) (specimens ordered chronologically). Specimen A 
had a total length of 23 cm and 59 orange body rings; specimen 
B, 21 cm, 50 white/orange/white body rings; specimen C, 51 cm, 
48 orange body rings; specimen D, 44 cm, 55 white body rings. 

It is unlikely that the color variation is size-related, since juve-
nile A and adult C shared the same orange phenotype while indi-
vidual D, having a white phenotype, was of intermediate size. 
Individuals C and D, two entirely different color morphs, were 
caught within the same week at locations less then 100 m apart. 

Even our limited data show that this is not a size-related, geo-
graphical, or seasonal phenomenon, but a true case of polymor-
phism. The exact function of polymorphism in M. mipartitus is 
not clear and requires further investigation. The highly venom-
ous coral snakes are often hypothesized to be involved in mim-
icry systems, serving as models for non- or mildly venomous colu-
brid mimics. In dynamic Batesian mimicry systems, the survival 
of the model should decrease as the resemblance of a mimic in-
creases. Hence, Batesian models should be expected to evolve 
different aposematic color patterns as a coevolutionary response 
to selection resulting from successful mimics (Huheey 1988, Am. 
Nat. 131:S22—S41). Therefore, the polymorphism in M. mipartitus 
may represent an evolutionary escape from mimics with color 
patterns similar to those of one or more forms of M. mipartitus. 
Possible colubrid mimics collected in sympatry in Rara Avis are 
Geophis brachycephalus, Liophis epinephalus, and Oxyrhopus 
petola. Specimens C and D were deposited in the Instituto 
Clodomiro Picado, Universidad de Costa Rica, Costa Rica. 
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