
We inspected five nests of C. latirostris in 1993 and three nests 
in 1994. The nests were located on floating grass mats dominated 
by Cyperus prolixus and Scirpus cubensis. Other common mac-
rophyte species were Cyperus surinamensis, Setaria geniculata, 
and Habernaria sp. We measured the height, length, and width of 
each nest, and counted and measured the eggs. We also removed 
one egg from each nest and measured the total length of the em-
bryo. We used Crawshaw's table (1989. Nesting Ecology of the 
Paraguayan Caiman (Caiman yacare) in the Pantanal of Mato 
Grosso, Brazil. Unpubl. M.S. Thesis, Univ. Florida, Gainesville), 
developed for C. crocodilus yacare, to estimate the age of the 
egg from the size of the embryo. 

Females were present at two nests. Nests contained 8-33 eggs, 
but the nest with 8 eggs was partially inundated. The mean clutch 
size overall was 21.6, and excluding the partially inundated nest 
it was 23.8 eggs (N = 6, SD = 5.2) (Table 1). The estimated age of 
embryos indicates that laying occurred in late December, while 
hatching occurred during early March in both years. The clutch 
sizes found in this study were smaller than those reported in ear-
lier studies (Larriera 1993. In Verdade et al. (eds.) Proceedings of 
the 3rd Workshop on Conservation and Management of the Broad-
nosed Caiman, pp 61-69. ESALQ/USP, Piracicaba, Brasil). This 
is the first report of C. latirostris nesting on floating grass mats. 
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TESTUDINES 

GOPHERUS POLYPHEMUS (Gopher Tortoise). BURROW 
ASSOCIATE. The burrow system created by Gopherus polyphe-
mus plays an important part in the ecology of the upland ecosys-
tem, providing shelter from extreme temperatures, light, fire, arid-
ity, and predation. Jackson and Milstrey (1989. In J. E. Diemer et 
al. (eds.), Gopher Tortoise Relocation Symposium Proceedings. 
Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission Nongame Wildl. 
Prog. Tech. Rpt. No. 5:86-98) list 362 species recorded from G. 
polyphemus burrows (60 vertebrates and 302 invertebrates). In 
this note we report a previously unrecorded species utilizing bur-
rows. 

A Lampropeltis getula (common kingsnake) entered an active 
adult G. polyphemus burrow on 22 May 1990 at Tenoroc State 
Reserve located approximately 4 km NE Lakeland, Polk Co., 
Florida, USA. The female snake (SVL = 97 cm, TL = 109.4 cm) 
was trapped using a double-opening funnel trap (Fitch 1951. 
Herpetologica 7:77-80), sexed, measured, marked, photographed, 
and released. 

On 16 May 1991, during a G. polyphemus burrow associate 
survey at the same location, a male L. getula (SVL = 129 cm, TL 
= 137 cm) was trapped in a double-opening funnel trap at an aban-
doned subadult burrow and processed in the same manner. 

Both specimens were caught at burrows associated with open, 
arid, reclaimed phosphate mined land. Burrows were located 
within 76 m of foraging habitat, extensive vegetative cover, and 
fresh water. The interburrow distance was 31.7 m. 
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LACERTILIA 

ANOLIS UNIFORMIS (NCN). FEEDING BEHAVIOR. In-
sectivorous lizards are often characterized as consuming prey that 
I) require low pursuit and handling costs (Greene 1982, In D. 
Mossakowski and G. Roth (eds.), Environmental Adaptation and 
Evolution, pp. 107-128. Gustav Fischer, Stuttgart) and 2) are lim-
ited in size by lizard body size (Schoener 1968. Ecology 49:704-
726). The maximum prey size for some insectivorous lizards may 
be best predicted by the circumference of the lizard's mouth 
(DeMarco et al. 1985. Copeia 1985:1077-1080). Some of my 
observations on Anolis uniformis feeding behavior are inconsis-
tent with these characterizations, instead suggesting this species 
may regularly feed on prey requiring high handling costs and 
which are only partially consumed. 

During May through July 1987, I conducted a field study on 
the ethology of A. uniformis at Los Tuxtlas Tropical Biological 
Preserve, Veracruz, Mexico. During 59.5 h of focal animal obser-
vation, 18 feeding bouts were observed. The majority of these 
(15; 83%) involved small prey that were consumed whole. On 
three occasions, however, three different individuals attacked and 
consumed parts of much larger than average prey (all Diptera). 
These observations are interesting for two reasons. First, these 
lizards were not consuming prey whole and all of these insects 
appeared larger than the lizard's mouth circumference. In one 
instance, the head, prothorax, and one wing of a large Diptera 
were consumed. The length of the remaining part suggests this 
insect, whole, may have been inconsumable by the A. uniformis. 
In a second instance, half of the head capsule of another Diptera 
was consumed. Using the procedure of DeMarco et al. (op. cit.), 
this prey's circumference was roughly 2.9 times greater than the 
circumference of the predator's mouth. These lizards seemed to 
be performing behaviors promoting disarticulation of their prey. 
Constant mouth opening and closing occurred with the jaw at the 
juncture of the head and thorax of the flies. The lizards also wiped 
the insects against the substrate, resulting in wing removal and 
probably contributing to decapitation. 

The second noteworthy aspect of these observations is that al-
though only three of 18 (17%) A. uniformis feeding bouts in-
volved large prey, they accounted for more than 94% of the ob-
served handling time. The handling time in these three encoun-
ters lasted an average of 39.3 min (21, 37, 60 min), while none of 
the other 15 bouts lasted more than 10 sec. 

For at least some insectivorous lizards, maximum prey size 
may be more properly related to the size of prey body regions 
and the ability to disarticulate prey; in such instances, the time 
devoted to prey handling may be substantial. 

Submitted by DOUGLAS A. EIFLER, Department of Organ-
ismic and Evolutionary Biology, Harvard University, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts 02138, USA. 

204 	 Herpetological Review 26(4), 1995 


